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CENSUS 2001: MAIN STATISTICS ABOUT WELSH
Speakers
Of all aged 3 and over:
· 582,400 (20.8%) said they were able to speak Welsh.
· This compares with 508,100 (18.7%) who in 1991 said they spoke Welsh, and 503,500 (19.0%) in 1981
.
By age
· The highest percentages of Welsh speakers were found amongst children: e.g. 40.8% in children aged 5 -15 years.
· The percentages of Welsh speakers amongst women of all ages was a bit higher than amongst men– 21.6% compared with 19.9%  - but there was more of a difference amongst children aged 5-15 years where 43.8%  of the girls could speak Welsh compared with 38.0% of the boys.

Able to speak Welsh, 2001
		Percent
		Number

	Age
	All
	Males
	Females
		All
	Males
	Females

	3-4 

	18.8

	17.5

	20.1

		13,239 

	6,336 

	6,903 


	5-15 
	40.8

	38.0

	43.8

		171,168 

	81,870 

	89,298 


	16-19
	27.6

	24.0

	31.3

		40,548 

	17,672 

	22,876 


	20-44
	15.5

	14.7

	16.3

		146,227 

	67,818 

	78,409 


	45-64
	15.6

	15.4

	15.8

		112,742 

	54,789 

	57,953 


	65-74
	18.1

	18.2

	17.9

		47,692 

	22,483 

	25,209 


	75 and over
	21.1

	20.7

	21.3

		50,752 

	18,192 

	32,560 


	Total
	20.8

	19.9

	21.6

		582,368 

	269,160 

	313,208 


	5-19

	37.4

	34.5

	40.5

		211,716 

	99,542 

	112,174 


	3-15

	37.7

	35.1

	40.4

		184,407 

	88,206 

	96,201 



	


The chart below compares the Census 2001 results with previous censuses. One can see that the percentage of Welsh speakers in the younger 5 to 9  and 10 to 14 age groups has been higher than the percentage in the 15-24 age group since 1971, and that the difference between the percentages of those groups has been increasing every decade since 1971. There was a large increase in 2001, perhaps reflecting the effect of the 1988 Education Act and the place given to Welsh in the National Curriculum, especially as a foundation subject in English-medium schools.  

For the first time, the percentage of Welsh speakers in the 25-44 age group increased, from 14.5% in 1991 to 15.1% in 2001.
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By area
By local government authority area, in 2001:

· Gwynedd had the highest percentage of Welsh speakers: 69.0%

· Monmouthshire had the lowest percentage of Welsh speakers: 9.3%

· Carmarthenshire had the largest number of Welsh speakers: 84,196.

· Merthyr Tudful (the authority with the smallest population) had the smallest number of Welsh speakers: 5,532

· Cardiff (the authority with the largest population) had the largest increase in the number of Welsh speakers: up 14,415.

· Carmarthenshire had the largest decrease in the number of Welsh speakers: down 5,025.

· Tor-faen had the largest increase in the percentage between 1991 and 2001: +8.7 percentage points, up from 2.5% in 1991 to 11.1% in 2001.

· Ceredigion had the largest decrease in the percentage: down 7.1 percentage points from 59.1% in 1991 to 52.0 in 2001.

	
	Welsh speaking
	
	Able to speak Welsh
	
	

	
	1991
	
	2001
	
	Change

	Local authority
	Number

	Percent
	
	Number
	Percent
	
	Number
	Percentage points

	Isle of Anglesey
	41,239
	62.0
	
	38,893
	60.1
	
	-2,346
	-1.9

	Gwynedd
	78,732
	72.1
	
	77,846
	69.0
	
	-886
	-3.1

	Conwy
	31,444
	30.6
	
	31,298
	29.4
	
	-146
	-1.2

	Denbighshire
	23,293
	26.7
	
	23,760
	26.4
	
	467
	-0.3

	Flintshire
	18,405
	13.5
	
	20,599
	14.4
	
	2,194
	0.8

	Wrexham
	15,985
	13.7
	
	18,105
	14.6
	
	2,120
	0.9

	Powys
	23,589
	20.5
	
	25,814
	21.1
	
	2,225
	0.5

	Ceredigion
	36,027
	59.1
	
	37,918
	52.0
	
	1,891
	-7.1

	Pembrokeshire
	19,754
	18.3
	
	23,967
	21.8
	
	4,213
	3.4

	Carmarthenshire
	89,221
	54.9
	
	84,196
	50.3
	
	-5,025
	-4.5

	Swansea
	28,549
	13.3
	
	28,938
	13.4
	
	389
	0.1

	Neath Port Talbot
	23,710
	17.8
	
	23,404
	18.0
	
	-306
	0.2

	Bridgend
	10,161
	8.3
	
	13,397
	10.8
	
	3,236
	2.5

	Vale of Glamorgan
	7,752
	6.9
	
	12,994
	11.3
	
	5,242
	4.4

	Rhondda; Cynon; Taff
	20,038
	9.0
	
	27,946
	12.5
	
	7,908
	3.5

	Merthyr Tydfil
	4,238
	7.5
	
	5,532
	10.2
	
	1,294
	2.7

	Caerphilly
	9,710
	6.0
	
	18,237
	11.2
	
	8,527
	5.2

	Blaenau Gwent
	1,522
	2.2
	
	6,417
	9.5
	
	4,895
	7.3

	Tor-faen
	2,126
	2.5
	
	9,780
	11.1
	
	7,654
	8.7

	Monmouthshire
	1,634
	2.1
	
	7,688
	9.3
	
	6,054
	7.2

	Newport
	2,878
	2.3
	
	13,135
	10.0
	
	10,257
	7.7

	Cardiff
	18,089
	6.6
	
	32,504
	11.0
	
	14,415
	4.4

	Wales
	508,098
	18.7
	
	582,368
	20.8
	
	74,270
	2.1


By electoral division:

· In almost 80% of the electoral divisions at least 10% of the population said they could speak Welsh. 58% of wards had more than 10% Welsh speaking in 1991.
· By 2001 not one electoral division had fewer than 5% able to speak Welsh. In 1991 there were 140 wards – in Gwent mainly – were there were fewer than 5%.

· In 1991 there were 87 wards (out of 908) where over 70% spoke Welsh. 108 thousand Welsh speakers, 21% of the total number of Welsh speakers, lived in those wards. 

· In 2001 there were only 58 electoral divisions (out of 881) where over 70% could speak Welsh. 78 thousand Welsh speakers, 14 % of the total number of Welsh speakers, lived in those electoral divisions.

· In 2001, outside of Gwynedd and Anglesey, there was not one electoral division where more than 75% could speak Welsh.

· Peblig (Caernarfon) and Penygroes (in Gwynedd)  were the two divisions with the highest percentage of Welsh speakers in 2001: 88%

· Llantilio Crossenny, Trellech United and St. Mary’s (all in Monmouthshire), and St. Thomas (in Swansea) were the divisions with the lowest percentage: 6%.

By ethnic group
· 99% of Welsh speakers had a white ethnic background.

· 5,500 Welsh speakers had different ethnic backgrounds:
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By country of birth
(75% of the total population of Wales had been born in Wales. 20% had been born in England. 2% had been born outside the countries of the European Community.)
· 24.7% of people (aged 3 and over) born in Wales could speak Welsh in 2001.

· 9.0% of people born outside Wales could speak Welsh.

Other Welsh language skills
Of the total aged 3 and over:
· 661,526 (23.6%) could understand spoken Welsh; 

· 567,152 (20.2%) could read Welsh; 

· 495,519 (17.7%) could write Welsh; 

· 457,946 (16.3%) could speak, read and write Welsh;
· 138,416 (4.9%) could understand spoken Welsh only; 

· 797,717 (28.4%) had at least one skill in Welsh.

· 2,007,984 (71.6%) had no knowledge of Welsh.
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� The exact counts reported in the Census results were: 2001: 582,368, 1991: 508,098, 1981: 503,532.


� Estimates for individual authorities





Issued (on the Welsh Language Board’s web site) on 23 September 2003
Enquiries: Tel. 029 20878034 

hywelm.jones@bwrdd-yr-iaith.org.uk
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